A

v L
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Fall 2007

Aquatic Invasive Species
Contributed by Rick Pyle

We had another successfulseasonat the boat
landings with our Clean Boats, Clean
Waters program.

Our core group of about 40 dedicated individuals
manned the boat lift and landings at the Big,
Medicine, Big Stone and Townline Lakeson
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundaysand holidays.

The Red SuspendersSociety had 12 members
that eachvolunteered at least two four-hour
shifts.

There has been only one small new infestation

of Eurasian Water Milfoil discovered this
summer by the Adopt-A-Shoreline volunteers.
We are hopeful that we will eradicate this colony
next spring aswe successfullydid the other
patch in the channel this past spring.

With the Eagle River Chain seeinggreater infes-
tations of Eurasian Water Milfoil, our battle to
keep the Three Lakes Chain weed-free will only
get tougher.

Pleaseconsider volunteering some of your
valuable time to help us continue to win this
war. A shift is just four hours and you are
bound to meet some very

interesting and friendly s \
boaters. 4 '\Tﬁ.._\ |
—~— y

Monitoring starts Memorial Lo E"’

Day weekend and goesthrough | S
Labor Day. Bring your spouse —
and enjoy the experience m,?; Hﬁk‘ggﬁ
knowing you are helping keep '
our lakes beautiful.

Adopt-A-Shoreline
Contributed by Bob Lee

For the third year, the volunteer responsefor
Adopt- A-Shoreline was outstanding. As of this
writing | have received over thirty shoreline
reports and | know there are still others to be
returned. If you have not turned in your report,
pleasesendthem to our P.O. Box 145or return
them to the White Deer Liquor store in Three
Lakes.

In addition to the lakes covered last year we
added to our coverageWhitefish and Virgin
Lakes. Like last year, the only Eurasian Water
Milfoil found was a small bed spotted just

south of the boat lift. The removal of the bed
will take place next spring. We believe the early
detection of Eurasian Water Milfoil or other AIS
is essentialin its removal. The Adopt-A-
Shoreline program is central to early detection.
(The DNR calls this program OCitizenLake
MonitoringO. Since we started the program a
year before the DNR, we will stick with our
name.) Next spring we will once again continue
this program, the more eyeswe have looking for
AIS the better our chancesfor early detection.
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PresidentOs Forum

interesting statistics:

NEED | SAY MORE?

Tom Harris, President

(N

As | begin my term as President of the TLWA, | would first like to thank a number of people for
their hard work and dedication. To past board members Judi Grove, Dale Samuels, Bob
Strathmann and Marion Dick, pleaseknow that your work for the TLWA was exemplary and truly
appreciated. To Bob Lee who remains on the board, but served as President the past three years,
your leadership put the Association on many new and much needed missions, which will have long
term effects on the Three Lakes Chain. Finally, to our small but dedicated group of volunteers
who participated in the Clean Boats, Clean Waters and/or Adopt-A-Shoreline programs, your
work helped keep our chain safer from the invasion of aquatic invasive species. Where would we
be without the work of all of these fine people?

As the board looks aheadto 2008, much work needsto be done. The board has divided its work
among the following board members; Rick Pyle and Paul Matthiae (exotic species),John Olkowski
(shore land zoning), Eric Wick (lake water testing and septic system review), Heidi Nykolayko
(newsletter and website), Jack Werner (water safety), EImer Goetsch (scholarship), Dale
Hitchcock and Denise Goldsworthy (membership), Roger Blocks (publicity), Bob Lee (Adopt-A-
Shoreline), and Norris Ross(Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association member). Also, the
other executive officers are Paul Matthiae (Vice-President), Roger Blocks (Treasurer), and Elmer
Goetsch(Secretary). This is an outstanding group of lake leaders who are all working hard to
represent the 1600 property owners on the chain.

On the negative side of the ledger, did | say 1600 property owners? Yes,| did. Here are some very

¥ Of those 1600 owners, only about 661 (41%) are Association members.
¥ Of those 1600 owners, only about 50 (3%) volunteer for the Clean Boats, Clean Waters program.
¥ Of those 1600 owners, only about 40 (3%) volunteer for Adopt-A-Shoreline .

Three Lakes Waterfront Association, Inc.
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Mystery Snails
Contributed by Eric Wick

At the last annual meeting
there was a question from
the floor concerning the
large snalils that the have
appearedin our lakes.
Thesesnails, we believe

g

-
.

becauseof their size,are Chinese Mystery
Snails. The Chinese Mystery Snail has been

reported in many lakes in Wisconsin and so
far have been no concern exceptfor their
impact on the local snail population. As
observedon our lakes they die off asthe
water temperatures increase later in the sum-
mer. The Center for Limnology in 2006 sur-
veyed 45 Wisconsin lakes for the snails and
found many more large snails than expected.
The members of your board will continue to
track the available information regarding the
shails and take action if required.



00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 Making Waves ~Fall2007~Page3

Lengthy Drought Hurting
Wisconsin Lakes

WAUTOMA, Wis., Aug. 7 (UPI) -- Water levels
at scoresof Wisconsin lakes are becoming
dangerously low as alengthy drought assaults
most of the northern and central parts of the
state.

The Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel said Tuesday
that with the regional drought approaching two
yearsin length, many of the state's spring-fed
lakes are facing an uncertain future astheir
water levels continue to plummet in the dry
weather.

Spring-fed lakes represent lakes which are not
directly connectedto another body of water
through anatural inlet, thereby making them
reliant on groundwater and rainfall.

State figures show that northwestern Wisconsin's
annual precipitation fell nine inchesin 2006 to
atotal of 22 inches.

4 p) M
Three Lakes

W ater Patrol

Doubles -

Efforts
Contributed by Jack Werner

Officer Scott Leareported 414 hours of
patrol effort which is nearly double that
provided in 2006. He also said that the
new boat used half of the gasoline of the
previous one. He used the same amount

of gasoline in both years while spending
twice as much time on the water as last year.
Leareported 157 contacts on the water with
25 citations being written. The total cost of
the effort was $12,100. TLWA appreciates
the Town's 2007 safety efforts and looks
forward to a discussion of 2008 plans.

\_ Y

Similar decreases in precipitation have also
taken place in most of north-central Wisconsin
aswell.

The newspaper said that as state officials
consider how to deal with the growing problem,
regional residents have been left to struggle with
the numerous problems that a lack of available
water resourcescreates.

Low water levels are occurring in many places
throughout the state and the reasonswhy vary
according to the type of lake and circumstances.
Lakes where water levels are controlled by a
dam or other structure may not experience as
drastic adrop asnatural glacial kettle lakes
common to northern Wisconsin and the central
sands area. Theselakes typically have water
levels that are controlled by the elevation of the
groundwater table, which in turn reflects the
amount of rain water and snow melt that soaks
into the ground and eventually reachesan
aquifer -- minus the amount of groundwater
discharging from the aquifer to lakes, rivers and
wetlands and public and private water wells.
Lower water tables occur if lesswater enters the
aquifer or more is taken out, or both. A drought,
changesin land usethat allow lesswater to soak
into ground, increasesin pumping D all can
affect groundwater table levels, and in turn, lake
levels. Often, itOsa combination of all three:
lean water years due to natural conditions like
a drought are exacerbatedby human actions;
people withdraw more water, or pave over more
land and destroy wetlands, decreasingthe water
reaching aquifers. Groundwater monitoring well
records in some areasindicate that water levels
today are nearing the low levels seenin the late
1950sto mid-1960, and which contrast to the
high peaksseenin the early 1990s.

Are low water levels bad for lakes?

The short answer is no. As water levels decrease,
very beneficial plants are stimulated to grow
along the shore. When water levels return this

(Continued on page 6)
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Spiny W ater Fleas in Vilas

County
Contributed by Ted Ritter, Vilas County AIS
Coordinator

The WDNR and University of Wisconsin -
Madison have announced that Spiny water fleas
have been confirmed in Stormy Lake in Conover.
The discovery was made by University of
Wisconsin researchers from the Trout Lake
Limnology Station in Boulder Junction during a
routine zooplankton survey on a suite of area
lakes. It isunknown how long ago the species
arrived in Stormy Lake, but a similar survey con-
ducted in 2005 did not detect Spiny water fleas.

This species,native to Northern Europe and the
Caspian Sea,was discoveredin Lake Ontario in
1982, and by 1987t had spread throughout all
of the great lakes. High density colonies have
beenreported in Lake Superior in recent years.
The first discovery in a Wisconsin inland lake
was the Gile Flowage south of Hurley in 2003.
Stormy is the secondWisconsin inland lake to
becomehost to this species.Spiny water fleas
have also been found in some Upper Michigan
inland water bodies.

The Spiny water flea is not an
insect, but atiny crustacean.
It feedson native zoo- '
plankton which is also —
food to small fish. This

Spiny water flea has the potential to substantially
displace native zooplankton, but is lesslikely

to be consumed by small fish becauseof its
spiny tail. This disruption of the lower end of
the food chain could have an upward ripple
effect capable of eventually changing the nature
of the fishery in an infected lake. It is important
to note that the impact of this specieson inland
lakes s largely speculative at this point. While it
is unfortunate that this specieshasfound its
way into Vilas County, its presencewill provide

an opportunity for much neededresearchand
monitoring.

THERE IS NO NEED FOR PANIC!

Although Stormy Lake might experience
changesin its fish populations in yearsto come,
this specieswill not have the sameimpact that
high density plant infestations have had on
some area lakes (such asthe Eurasian Water
Milfoil). There will be no visual consequenceof
Spiny water fleas, although they might be visible
in the water column to an experienced eye.
Property valueswill not be threatened.

THERE ISNEED FOR PREVENTING
THE SPREAD!

Prevention efforts to stop the spread to other
lakes are similar to those for other invasive
species;however Spiny water fleas cannot be
spotted as readily as QveedsOand are more likely
to hitchhike inside boats
than on boat exteriors and
trailers. Adult and juvenile
specimenscan be trans-
ported in live well tanks,
bait buckets and
bilge water. Viable eggs
can attach to fishing lines,
anchor ropes, ski ropes, or might be
found in mud on anchors. Gile Flowage
boat landings have postings encouraging boaters
to drain their live wells, clean their fishing lines
and ropes, power wash their boats and/or allow
their equipment to dry for five days before being
used in another water body. Similar signage will
likely be placed at the Stormy Lake public access.

More information about the characteristics and
life cycle of this speciescan be found on the
Vilas County AIS Partnership website at:
http://vilaslandandwater.org/ais_species/spiny
_waterflea_page.htm

wWWw.ThreeLakesW aterfrontAssociation.com
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We had the help of 48 dedicated volunteers
whose names appear below. We also had the
help of the Red Suspenders,who put in several
shifts at Big Lake. Thesevolunteers worked a
total of 15weeks,for 1,253 hours or 298 shifts.
Without these people, this program could not
function and our first line of defenseagainst
aguatic invasive specieswould not be there.
Unfortunately, we had another 51 people who
offered to help, but never did.

Clean Boats, Clean W aters
By Tom Harris

The summer of 2007 marked our third year of
participation in the Clean Boats, Clean
Waters program. Thanks to funding from the
state, we were again able to hire a volunteer
coordinator, Dan Meyers, to call, supervise, and
train our volunteers. Asin the past, volunteers
worked boat landings at Townline, Medicine,
Big Stone, Big and the Burnt Rollways Dam.

(Continued on page 6)

Thank You 2007 Volunteers!

A big thank you goesout to the following people who volunteered their time for the

Adopt-A-Shoreline program:

Roger & Marge Blocks
Walt Bredeson

Eric and Patti Butzlaff
Mary Donohue

Bob Dumke

Gerald and Kathlyn Gruhn
Joel Heiland

Mary & Dale Hitchcock

Ed Jacobsen

Bob Lee

Ron Kressin

David Kroening

Bob and Donna Mather
Tom Mc Elmeel

Dan Mueller

Diane Niersback

Rick Pyle

Bruce Renquist

Norris and Joan Ross
Jim and Lorry Skelton
Maryanne and Dick Stoll
Mark Wallesverd
SueWilliams

Robert and Sandra Woiak
Bob and Joey Wojtusik

And another big thank you to the following Clean Boats, Clean Waters volunteers:

The Red Suspenders
Norb Bechtold

Jim & PegBlanchard
Roger & Marge Blocks
Walt Bredeson

Chris & Lois Curran
Roger & Ann Dornberg
Tom Flanders

Jim Geismann

Bill & Judi Grove
Tom & Patti Harris
Joel Heiland

Dale Hitchcock
Bob Lee

John Leverenz
Oliver Littleton
Amy Loftin

Tom Mc Elmeel
Dave Mitzner

Dan Mueller
Joe & Reid Newlin
Cliff & Diane Niersback
Tom Obenberger
Rick Pyle

Bruce & Judy Renquist
Jay Samsel

Dale Samuels

Donald Schaeffer

Jack & Sandy Schlaefer
Jim Skelton

Bob & Rita Strathmann
Bill & Sandra Thayer
Marty Turner

Mark & Patty Wallesverd
Jack Werner

Ron Williams
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Lengthy Drought  (ContGdrom page 3)
expansion of plants becomeshabitat for fish and
wildlife, remove nutrients from water, and can
increase water clarity. However, human actions
that causewater levelsto drop farther than this
natural variation, or prevent the lake from
returning to normal conditions, may harm the
lake and its inhabitants over the long-term.

W hat causes the blue-green scum
you see on some lakes?

While true algaeare an important part of the
food chain, so called Oblue-green@lgae, which
are actually photosynthetic bacteria, are largely
inedible to other aquatic organisms and asa
result, can proliferate and form blooms in lakes
with excessiveamounts of nutrients such as
phosphorus and nitrogen. Nuisance algae
blooms can be especially pronounced in warm
water on hot, calm summer days. Theseblooms
may look like blue or green paint and release
noxious odors asthe algae decomposes.Blue-
green algae may produce toxins which can

irritate swimmersGskin; in some cases,these
toxins have killed animals such asdogs, cattle,
and waterfowl that have consumed large
amounts of the water containing the toxins.
General rule: When you seeconditions like this
avoid swimming in the water until it clearsup,
and keep your animals out of the water aswell.
We can't eliminate blue-green algaeb theyOre
an inherent part of the overall algal community
in many lakes. To control the intensity and
frequency of blue-green algal blooms, the best
thing to do is reduce the amount of nutrients
entering the lake. Lawn fertilizer, runoff from
cities, cultivated farm fields, feedlots, construc-
tion sites and many other sourcesall contribute
phosphorusto our lakes. The responseto reducing
nutrient levels will not be immediate, but it is
the bestlong-term solution.

Copyright 2007 by United Pressinternational.
All Rights Reserved.

Clean Boats (ContOdrom page 5)
Hopefully, next year these OalmostvolunteersO
will jump in to help.

This summer our volunteers discovered an
increasing number of boats with Eurasian Water
Milfoil on the boat or trailer. Without volunteers
at the landings to spot the EWM, it is possible
that the EWM would have entered our chain.

In the spring newsletter, look for an article on
what is happening on the Eagle River side of the
chain. Even with state funding and help from
four towns, it is costing individual lake associa
tions (they have 1lassociations) about $80,000
to clean up 182 acresof milfoil. They expectthis
costto continue for 3 to 5 years. It is a sad story
on the Eagle River chain which we donOwant to
repeat on the Three Lakes side. The bottom line
is that when askedfor your help next spring,
please volunteer.

WORKSHOP

Lake Managment Planning:
Shaping the Future of
Your Lake

Thursday, June 26, 2008
8:30 am - 2:00 pm
Nicolet College - Rhinelander
Fee: $15 prior to June 9, 2008

Register online at
www.wisconsinlakes.org
or call 608-661-4313
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TLW A Membership

Annual membership

Last Name:

and Volunteer

If you are not already a member of the Three Lakes W aterfront
is just $20.00 per household.

Primary Mail Address:

First Name:

Association,

Application

please join now.

You canOtafford not to get involved!

Phone;:

Three Lakes Address:

City: State:

Zip:

Email:

Nr

Lake: Three Lakes Phone:

Enclosed is $

as a tax exempt contribution toward the cost of the invasive species prevention program.

Detach completed form and mail with a check for $20.00 payable to:
Three Lakes W aterfront Association, Inc. ¥P. O. Box 145 ¥Three Lakes, W/ 54562

Volunteer

TLWA beganthe Clean Boats, Clean Waters program the summer of 2005 and added the Adopt-A-
Shoreline program in 2006. Both programs have been quite successful,thanks to the wonderful efforts of
the volunteers. Pleasejoin the ranks this year to help prevent the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species.

Volunteer for: ! Clean Boats, Clean Waters ! Adopt-A-Shoreline

! Past volunteer ! New volunteer

To Keep Our_ W aters Clean .
|

2007-2008 Board of Directors

Officers

President Tom Harris
Vice President Paul Matthiae
Treasurer Roger Blocks
Secretary Elmer Goetsch
Directors

Denise Goldsworthy Richard Pyle
Dale Hitchcock Norris Ross
Robert E. Lee, Jr. Jack Werner
Heidi Nykolayko Eric Wick

John Olkowski, Jr.

Welcome Radley Watkins, Oneida County
K Aquatic Invasive Coordinator

Program Leaders
Adopt-a-Shoreline
Aquatic Invasive Species

Lake Water Testing
Membership

Newsletter
OCLRA Director
Publicity
Scholarship

Septic System Ordinance
Shoreline Zoning

Water Safety

Web Site

Bob Lee/ Norris Ross
Paul Matthiae
Richard Pyle

Eric Wick

Denise Goldsworthy
Dale Hitchcock
Heidi Nykolayko
Norris Ross

Roger Blocks

Elmer Goetsch

Tom Harris

Eric Wick

John Olkowski, Jr.
Jack Werner

Heidi Nykolayko /
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Please ...
Checkthe mailing label aboveto seeif your Native weevils to control

membership expired at the end of June 2007. Eurasian W ater Milfoil?
If a messageappearsindicating that your

membership has expired, pleasecomplete . .

and submit the form on Page7 to renew your More mfo next sprlng!

membership.

Now Online ... There is alink tothe Three Lakes
Contributed by Heidi Nykolayko Information web site and also a link to the
Wisconsin Association of Lakes.

The Three Lakes Waterfront Association
recently created a website so our members Pleasevisit the website and let us know

can keep up-to-date with Association news what information you would like to seeus
when out of town. add that would make the site more useful.

Visit today!
www.ThreelLakesWaterfrontAssociation.com




